
PEACE AND GOODWILLMaulb Hill Puss. A QUEER RAGE. eatafaat There wtn, fortaaatsly. sesatj
of books on board at least a aeadree. ot
them being aettoa-aa- dl speat araeh of
my tiese la reading, aad stadytng. as watt
as I eoald with the means at say disposal,
the theory of navigation. Then I wrote np
the or rallies; made aaeatxy tall
every day, for there was very little to set
down. Had I not done so I should have
tost conut of time, so like wee one day to
another. Now and then I went Into the
engine-room-, and by getting op steam,
starting and stopping the engine, I famil-

iarised atyselt with Its working-- After
awhile, I became a fairly expert engineer,
and had onr coal bankers not been so
nearly empty, I should have shipped the
screw and steamed in the direction whither
t thought lay the nearest land. -

Bolsover pottered about the ship, mend-
ed sails, spliced ropes, washed the decks,
smoked, and slept; yet he got very weary,
and one day proposed that by way of di-

version, we should make war on tbe rata.
I asked bow he would do It seeing that we
bad neither cats, traps, dogs, nor ferrets.

"I will make the beggars drown them-
selves," he said.

And then he disclosed hie plan. Bats,
be explained, cannot live without water,
and this was tbe reason why there were so
many of tbem about tbe water-tank- s, where
they slaked their thirst by licking up the
drippings and droppings. But as there
was so much less water drawn than form-
erly, there were fewer drippings, and tbe
rats being tor that reason extremely dry,
watvr would make a splendid bait All
that was necessary would be to take buck-
ets, put a few inches ot water at tbe bo-
ttommixed with molasses to prevent tbem
from jumping out fix long strips of wood
on tho sides, so baluuced that when the
rats ran along them to get at the wntei
they would fall into the buckets.

"Very well," I said; "try It But in my
opinion the less you hsve to do with the
rats the better. If they have not got the
fever I wish they had they can give it"

"Oh, I have no fear. I shall not take the
fever. I never thought I should. Besides,
that storm must have blown it all out ot
the ship."

So Tom arranged his buckets, put them
down in the hold near the water-tank-

and awaited the result with great expecta-
tions.

An. hour Inter he came up la great glee,
bringing one of his buckets.

"Look here!" he exclaimed. "And there's
more in the others."

Iu the bottom of the bucket was a writh-
ing mass of rats. Tbe water had not been
deep enough to drown all of them, and the
survivors, entangled la the molaBses, were
fighting desperately ever the bodies of their
comrades.

"Poor wretches!" I said. "Put them out
of their misery, Tom!"

tbe month of JuLy-- het Is tbe season of

great harvest.. Had be been bora la the
month of September-t-hat is the season of

ripe orchards. Hsd he beea bora ta tb
month of October-t- hat is the season of

upholstered forests. But be was bora in a
winter hhhi1.

Notice also a fact which no one seems to

notice, that this Christ was born among the

sheep and tbe cattle, and the horses, and

the camels, in order that he might be an

alleviating influence to the whole creation.

It means mercy for overdriven, underfed,

poorly sheltered, galled and maltreated ani-

mal creation. Hath the Christ who com-

pared himself to a dove no care for tbe
cruelties of pigeon shooting? Hath the
Christ who compared himself to a iamb no
care for tho sheep that are tied and
contorted, and with nock over the sharp
edge of the butcher's cart, or the cattle
train in hot weather from Omaha to New
York, with no water fifteen hundred
miles of agony? Hath the Christ whose tax
was paid by a fish, the coin taken from its
mouth, no care for the tossing fins in tie
fish market? Hath the Christ who strung

with his own hand the nerves of dog and
cat no indignation for the borors of vivi-

section? Hath the Christ who said, "Go to
the ant," no watchfulness for the transfix-

ed insects? Hath tho Christ who said,
"Behold the fowls of tbo air," himself
never beheld tho outrages heaped upon the
brute creation which cannot articulate its
grief? This Christ came not only to lift the
human race out of its trouble, but to lift
out of pang and hardship the animal crea-

tion. In tho glorious millennial time the
child shall lead the lion and play with the
cockatrice only because brute and reptile
shall have no more wrongs to avenge. To
alleviate tho condition of tho brute creation
Christ was born In tho cattle pen. The first
bleat of tho lamb of God heard omid the
tired flocks of tho Bethlehem shepherds.
The white horse of eternal victory stabled
in a barn.

But notice also in this account the three
Christmas presents that are brought to the
manger. Gold, Frankincenso and Myrrh.
Gold to Christ that means all the affluence

of the world surrendered to him. Tho gold
for Christ tho silver for Christ, the Jewols
for Christ Australia, Nevada and

for Chirst Tho bright round,
beautiful Jewel of a world sot like a soli-

taire on the bosom of Christ
But I notice that these wiso men also

took out from their sacks tho myrrh. Tho
cattle came and snuffed at it They did
not eat it because it was bitter. The pun-

gent gum resin of Abyssinia called myrrh
brought to tho feet of Christ That means
bitterness. Bitter betrayal, bitter perse-

cution, bitter days of suffering, bitter
nights of woo. Myrrh. That is what
thoy put into his cup when ho was dying.
Myrrh. That is what tho Marys twisted
in tho shroud of a crucified Christ Tho
myrrh. Oh, the height the depth, the
length, the breadth of tho Saviour's
sorrow. Well might tho wiso men shake
out the myrrh.

But I notice also from anothnr sock they
shako out tho frankincense. Clear up to
the rafters of tho barn tho air is filled with
perfume, and the hostlers and the camel
drivers in the furthest part of the building
inhale it, and it floats out on the air until
passers-b- y wonder who in that rough place
could have by accident dropped a box of

'that be would nave got betur la any ease,
aad did actually get better, not became of,
hot la spite of, my treatment Bat say
patient thought oUierwtaa. He quite b
Urved I had eared him. said that he owea
bm his life, aad, in the fullness ot his heart,
pretested that whether I helped him to
tad tbe "Santa Anna" or not he shoeId
give see half her cargo of gold and sliver.
' "Thank yon, Tom," I said, laughing.
Til take it, with all my heart; and it will
be the biggest fee ever paid toa quack doc-
tor since the world began, and that Is say
log a great deal"

"There is nothing to lough at" an-
swered the boatswain, who eonld never
beer being chaffed about his craze. "There
Is nothing to laugh at and I'll make a man
of yon yet Mr. Erie; never fear! You will
be tbe richest man in Liverpool one of
these days."

. But Tom did not get better either very
soon or very easily. He lay in bis ham-
mock three weeks, and rose from It a
skinned, lantern-jawe- d ghost hardly
able to put one leg before the other.

"I shall not-b- of much use when the
change comes," he said, as I supported
him to a Southampton chair, under an
awning we had rigged up a short time be-

fore he fell ill.
"What change?"
"Change of weather, to be sure. And It

Is bound to come soon. How long have we
been here?"

" iv e have been becalmed five weeks; but
as to how long we have been here I would
not venture to offer an opinion. I am not
sure whether we are here!"

"You are getting beyond mo now, Mr.
Erie. Not sure whether we are herel
Where else should we bo?"

"I mean that we are moving. At any
rate, 1 think so. I happened this morning
to throw a cork overboard at tho storn, aud
now it Is st the bows."

"There must be a current then."
"It looks so; and if the cork, moves so

must the ship, thongh not so fast."
"You may soon find out whether she

moves. Make a trial with the log."
"A bappy thought! It never occurred to

me. I will do it at once."
And I did. Tho "Diaua" was progres-

sing through the water at the rate of a
knot an hour.

"it we have been going at this speed all
along for the last five weeks," I said, mak-

ing a rnpid montal calculation, "we have
done eight hundred and forty miles."

"I don't think we have been going at this
speed ell along. When I fell ill it was as
dead a calm as it could be. and as hot us
blazes. And now it is cooler I am sure it
is cooler. Don't you think so?"

"I know it is. I look at the thormome-- I

ter every day, andtheavenisetemperuturo
is from sevou to ten decrees lower than it
wasnfortnl hi - "

TO BE CONTINUED.

Sorrowful Btugglns' "Corpeo Cure."

Curb nnd Corridor of the St. Paul
Pioneer Press has an aunt who lives in
one of tho four points of the compass

divisions of iho preltv city of Brook-fiel-

Mass., aud the old lady, who has
n keen sense of humor, loves to dilate
upon tho queer people whom she has
for neighbors, nnd soma of their odd
sayings and doings. Here ara a couple
of her anecdotes:

"I had a female acquaintance who
lived at the foot of the hill in North
Brookfiekl, on whoso slopo was a small
graveyard. At tho bottom of the slope
was the well which supplind her with
water. Ono day a friond from Boston,
a doctor, visited her, nnd when he took
a walk aftor dinner was horrified at
discovering the dire possibilities of the
drainage from the location o! the
tombs into tho well, lie rushed iuto
tho house to remonstrate, but after lie
had told his horrible tale all the woman
said was:

'"Oh, I reckon 'twon't hurt me any.
Them's mos'ly my relations that's
buried up yonder.'

"Wo used to call him Sorrowful
Slugging, because ho took on so when
his first wlf died. He built A vault on
his own plnco it was nigh the skirls ol
Brook field he lived and had hnr body

Eut
In it so thnt the coffin could easily

seen. But Stugins got tired of
lonolinoss after a couple of years ot
widowering, nnd married a' woman
from a neighboring farm. Tho second
wife had a temper of her own, nnd it
wasn't long before slio gavo Stuggins
a tnsto of it. So what did that mini do
but go to an undertaker anil get a
glass top put in his first wifo's coffin.
Then' when number two got cantank-
erous he'd lead her to the vault and
push over the opuning, say-
ing:

"'Thorn, you cross-draine- d fen) a In,

take a look at tho only woman I ever
lovtul."

"It d iln't take many doses of thnt
sort of medicine to take pretty much
all thecanliinker out of the number
two. and wo used to call it the 'corpse
cure.'"

He Was n Gentleman Farmer.

A BUSINESS IN ALU GATORS.

Phm m tfca Cw-o- alU ea
AUIgaSav-rvrearu- toa e Sy !,

To gala ono' dally bread by means of
alligators most be at all times a fairly
precarious method of existence, and
ret the colored man in Florida dors
manage to pick up many an honest
penny by means of tho American,

saurian. Tbe taxidermist finds, 'too,
lu the alligator his opportunity; and
though a ten-fo- ot 'gator never can b
rerv desirable, even when stuffed, lit-

tle "'gators properly prepared and
mounted are iu good demand, and ara
brought borne in quantity by tbo
Northern tourist.

We need not find fault with natnre,
and tax her with having slighted us in
the crocoditean. If in India there is

the gavial. In Egypt there is the croco-
dile, and in America the alligator aud.

the cay inn n. It can hardly lie ques-
tioned but that we hare on this conti-

nent both the crocodilo and tho alli-

gator. The main point of difference,
according to Mr. llornaday. between
the crocodile and the allitfntor is as
follows: "A crocodile is distinguished
by a triangular head, of which the
snout is tbe apex, a uarrow muzzle,
and caniue teeth in the lower j;nv
which pass freely upward in the notch-
es iu tho side of the upper; whereas
the alligator (also cayman or sucarc)
has a broad flat muzzle, and tho canine
teeth of the lower Jaw lit into sockets
in the under surface of the upper jaw."

The business of collecting the skim
of alligators has already somewhat
diminished tho qunntity of these snu-ria- ns

in certain parts of Florida, but
they aro still to be found In large num-

bers further inhnd. It is barely
that alligators never will

extinct in Florida whilo those
vast interior lakes and swamps exist
A visit paid by a naturalist this year to
Florida was convincing that nlifgators
were still very abundant. To kill an
alligator, however, is by no means as
difficult as to secure him.

The 'gators bask in the sun on the
long stretches of sand, but they are
never quito asleep. Thoy always seem
to be on their guard, and repose, never
very far from the water, with their
heads poiuting in the direction of
flight.

Gathering eggs requires some skill,
because the saurian mother has it clever
way of hiding her trail. Sometimes
ns many as forty eggs are fouml iu a
nest a few inches below the level. It
is not the invariable habit of tho moth-

er lo pack iuto the uost decayed vege-

table matter in order to add to the
heat. Generally the warmth of the
sun is sufficient.

The eggs liavo a slight musky flavor,
and nn experiment onco made with nn
omelet of alligator eggs sttllicos. To
ent 'gator is unknown, and umlonvors
in this direction liavo never boon re-

pented. Mr. llornaday tells, however,
of hnvir eaten tho n

variety, where tho feed was lisli, aud
declares "that the Hash was white,
tender, free from nil disagreeahlo'
musky odors, and toothsome as tho
nicest roast veal."

It is with due consideration of the
size of the alligator as to whether you
will take a scat on him or unt. His
jaws are not so much to be dreaded as.
a lash of his tail.

"Ky, muss! yon no wnntee fros' 'ga-
tor di's moruiii'?" is about the cry of
the vender of baby alligators in Jack-
sonville, as he plunges his hand into a
bucket swung on one arm, and hauls
out a little ugly, squirming, snapping
monster. These little 'gators may
have been found by their owners just
emerging from their nests, or ho may
have secured them as nggs, anil
hatched them out himself. The infant
saurinus show their natural instinct
early, nnd will bitq at once.

An alligator is a queer pot, and to
tamo an adult seems to be quite impos-
sible. If intelligence is proportioned
to bulk of brain, thnt of the alligator is
especially small. Iu dissecting nlargc-sizo- d

alligator the brain substance will
barely fill an egg-cu- Wo are not to
look upon n 'gator as capable of any
attachments. When young (after hav-
ing had some of their teeth drawn)
they are occasionally seen about
houses.

There are a few of tho nntivo tax-
idermists in Florida who devota a por-
tion of their time to iho preparation of
specimens, nnd notably of little alliga-
tors. Generally, however, somo ono
in the lino of business who lives in n
Northern city goes to Florida for tho
winter for his health, nnd carries out
his calling by mounting voung alliga-tot- s.

Harper's Weekly.

Royal Fish.

While old nud wise heads of tbe"
United States nnd England are carry-
ing on n dignified quarrel over tho
ownership of tho seal in licliriug Sen,
let me tell you something ubout royal
fish.

OB. TALXAGE'8 EEBJIOH OK TAX

KAT1Y1TY OF THE 8ATI0TJH.

Thoughts SaKgeoted by tbe 8er-roa-

intra. Incidents and Clroam-stanc- es

Connected With Christ's
Coming on Bnrth. The Bfgnia-cano- e

of the First Christmas Gifts.

BaooaxTV, N. Y., Dec. 28. Dr.
sermon today was appropriate to

the season. Its subject was the Christmas
Jubilee, A crowd which filled the Acad-

emy of Music m every part listened to it
in the morning and another enormous
audience thronged the New York Academy
of Music to bear it la the evening. His
text was Luke 2:15, "Let us now go even
unto Bethlehem."

Amid a thousand mercies we give each
other holiday congratulations. By long
established custom wo exhort each other
to healthful merriment. By gift, by
Christmas trees which blossom and fruit hi
one night, by early morning surprise, by
clusters of lighted candles, by children's
procession, by sound of instruments some-
times more blatant than musical, we wake
up the night and prolong the day. The
event commemorated is the gladdest of the
centuries. Christ's cradlo was as wonder-
ful as his cross. Pcrsuado me of the first
and I am not surprised at the last The
door by which ho entered was as tremen-
dous as the door by which he went out

Christ's advent was in the hostelry called
the house of Chim Ham; tho night with
diamonded finger pointing down to the
place; the door of heaven sot wide open to
look out; from orchestral batons of light
dripping oratorios of the Messiah; on

of heaven tbe minstrels of God
discoursing glory and goodwill. Soon after
tho whitc-bcarde- d astrologists kneel, and
from leathern pouch chink the skckels, and
from open sacks cxhalo tho frankincenso
and rustle out the bundles of myrrh. Tho
loosenod star; tho escaped doxology of

tho chill Doccmber night allush
with May moon; our world a lost star,
and another star rushing down the sky that
night to beckon the wanderer home again,
shall yet make all nations keep Christmas.

Are there uo new lessons from the story
not yet hackneyed by oft ropeatal? Oh,
yes. Know in tho first place, it was a
sidereal appearance that led the way. Why
not a black cloud in the shape of a hand or
fingor pointing down to the sacrod birth-
place? A cloud moans trouble, and tho
world hod had troublo enough. Why not
u shaft of lightning quivering and flashing
and striking down to tho sacrod birthplace?
Lightning means destruction, a shattering
nnd consuming power, and tho world
wanted no mora destruction.

But it was a star, and that means Joy,
that means hopo, that means good cheer,
that means ascendancy. A star! That
means ero.itive power, for did not tho
morning stnrs sing together when tho
portfolio of tho worlds wns opened? A
stur! That moans defense, for did not tho
stars fight in their courses against Siscra
and for tho Lord's people? A star! That
means brillinnt continuance, for aro not
tho righteous to shine as tho stars forever
and ever? A star! That means tho open-
ing of eternal Joy. Tho day star in tho
heart Tho morning star of tho Re-

deemer.
Not a black cloud of threat, but a gleam-

ing star of hopo is our glorious Christian-
ity. Ono glimpse of that stellar appear-
ance kindled up tho soul of the Bick and
dying collego student until tho words
flashed from his pale fingers and tho star
seemed to pour its light from his whito
lips as Kirko White wrote these immortal
words:

When marshalled on the nightly plain
The glittering hosts hestud the sky,

One si ar ajotio of all the train
Can fix tho sinner's wandering eye.

Hark, hark to t,od. the chorus breaks,
From every host, from every gem,

Dut one alone, the Saviour speaks,
It is the Star of llcthlchem.

Once on the raging sous I rode,
The storm was loud, the night was dark.

And rudely lilew the wind that tossed my
foundering hark;

Deep horror then my vltnls froze,
Death struck, 1 ceased the tide to stom;

When suddenly a slur arose,
It was tho Star of Hetholem.

Notice also in this scene, that other
worlds seem to honor our Lord nnd master.
Bright star of tho night, wheel on thino
orbit. "No," suid tho star, "I must como
nearer and I must bend and I must watch
and sco what you do with my Jesus.'
Another world that night Joined our world
in worship. That star made a bow of
obeisance. I somotimcs hear pcoplo talk
of Christ's dominion as though it were to
bo merely the few thousand miics of tho
world's circumference; but I beliovo tho
millions nnd tho billions and quadrillions of
worlds arc all inhabited if not by such
creatures as wo aro, still Buch creatures as
God designed to muko, and that all theso
worldB aro a part of Christ's dominion,
Isaac Newton, and Kepler, and Hcrschcl
only went on Columbus voyage to find
these continents of our King s domain.

But this sccno also impresses me with
the fact that tho wiso men of the East
came to Christ They wcro not fools,
they wcro not imbeciles. The rocori
distinctly says that the wise mon came to
Christ Wc say thoy were the magi, or
they wcro the alchemists, or they were the
astrologists, and we say it with depreciat-
ing accentuation. Why thoy were the
most splendid and magnificent men of tho
century. They wcro the naturalists and
tho scientists. They knew all that was
known, You must remember that as.
trology wus tho mother of astronomy, and
that alchomy was tho mother of chomistry,
and bocauso children aro brighter than the
inotuor you do not dospiso tho mother.

It was tho lifelong business of theso as-

trologers to study tho stars. Twonty-tw- o

hundred and fifty years before Christ was
born the wiso mon know the procession of
tho equinoxes end they had calculated tbe
orbit and the roturn of tho comets. Pro-
fessor Smith declares that ho thinks they
understood the distance of the sun from
tho earth. Wo find in the book of Job
that tho men of olden times did not sup--

poso tho world was flat as some have said,
but that ho know and the men of his time
knew tho world was globular. Tbe pyra-
mids were built for astrological and as
tronomical study. Then tbe alchemists
spent their lives in the study ot metals
and gases and liquids and solids, and in
filling the world s library with their wonder
ful discoveries. They were vastly wise
men who came from the east and tradition
says the three wisest came, Caspar, a
young man; Balthazar, a man in mid-lif- e,

and Melchlor, nn octogenarian, - Tlte three
wisest men of all the century. They came
to tho mangor.

So it has always been the wisest men
come to Christ, tho brainiest men come to
the manger. Who was tho greatest meta-
physician this country over produced?
Jonathan Edwards, tho Christian. Who
was tho greatest astronomer of the world?
Hersohcl, the Christian. Who was the
greatest poet over produced? Milton, tho
Christian, who wus tho wisest writer on
law? Blackstono. tho Christian. Why Is
It that every college and university In the
laud has a chapel? They must have a
piece for tho wiso mon to worship ho
Daniel Wobstur oamo to the manger, Tho
wise men of the Uatt followed by tbe wise
men of the West

Know also In this scene that It ws a
winter month thnt God rhose for his Boa's
nsUvity. Hod It boon the month of Msy

that Is the season of blossoms. Had he
been bora In the month of June tbst Is
the season of rosea, Had ha besa hen la

a mom a mwAAwmm VBoru,

BT WKST4U.

cum at coHTixuMx, ; :

"Why didn't roa call lavf he said, t
proachfnlly. "Yon most bo botlr tired and
hungry-- Go and gat something to cat,
and thee tarn In for a hoar or two, I
don t think ws shell either of as get much
sleep

Whvr -
Then coins; to be a change of weath-

er. The glass to going down last, and
clouds are gathering to windward. But
we shall not get It jost yet When roe
have had your grub and your Bleep, we
must reef the foresail. Then we shall be
safe, I think."

I acted promptly on old Tom's sugges-
tion, (or the air and the work had mads
me both hungry and sleepy.

When I returned from my snooze, the
wind had risen considerably, and blew In
fitful gusts; the son weut down red, amid
a mass of ominous-lookin- g clouds, and, as
Bolsover said, there was every likelihood
of a dirty night The time had come to
reduce our spread of canvas, and the ship
being under a patent foretopsail and jib, we
lowered and reefed the former without
difficulty. The boatswain then made all
snug, battened down the hatches, and
brought a suit of oilskin and a pair of

for himself, and another for me, put
food, water, and grog within reach, and
lighted the lanterns. When be bail dans
all that was necessary, or, rather, all that
he could, he joined me at the wheel, for, as
he said, it would take two to steer, and all
little enough.

And so it proved. The wind rose every
moment, and though we had so little sail
set the ship went through the water like
an Atlantic liner at full speed. Then It
lulled a little, and Oie rain coma down as
It only can come down in the tropics, rat-
tling on the deck like discharges of mus-
ketry, and tumbling out of the scuppers in
cascades. From time to time there came a
tremendous clap of thunder, the sky was
ablaze with lightning, which broughtevery
spar and rope of the ship into vivid relief,
and cast a lurid glow on an angry sea bil-

lowed with d waves. But we
were by no means in the center of the
storm, else it had gone ill with ns; and the
rain, by keeping the sea down somewhat
probably prevented us from being pooped.

When morning broke the rain was still
falling, and the wind blowing in strong
gusts; the "Diana" was scudding before ic,
and we were still both at the wheel; and
except for Intervals of a few minutes, when
one or other of us snatched a morsel ot
food or took a pull at the bottle of halt-wat-

grog which Tom had put under the
binnacle, we remained at the wheel all that
day and all the next night.

What distance we maile in this time we
had no means of exactly computing; but
when the wind began to fall off, Tom tried
our rate of sailing with the patent log, nud
found it to be eight knots; but our nvcrage
speed during the thirty-si- x hours the gale
lasted must have been much more, and we
probably ran not less than four hundred
miles. Where we were we could form on-

ly the very vaguest idea, for our course
had been most erratic, tho wind shifting
continually.

When the storm nbnted, and there was
promise of better weather, Bolsover sug-
gested thnt I should turn in.

"I am more used to this sort of thing
thnn you are," he said. "I can stand it
awhile longer; but you are about used up,
I think. Lie down for an hour or two, I
will waken yon up when I want you."

I required no second bidding. I was ut-

terly spent, and only half conscious. With-
out undressing, I threw myself on the
bunk in the captain's cabin, and almost
before my head touched the pillow was
fn9t asleep.

When 1 awoke, as It seemed to me an
hour or bo later, the sun was shining
brightly, and the boatswain lay asleep on
the floor.

"Halloo!" I thought "Has old Tom
his post? Why didn't he waken me?"

But when I looked out I saw that the son
was perfectly cnlin not a breath of ait
rnffl 'd its glassy surface and the "Diana"
lay there, as stilt and motionless as "a
painted ship upon a painted ocean."

Clearly no need for a man at the wheel,
and Tom hail done quite riu'h t to take his
rest without Interrupting mine.

After a wash and a wnl't round the ship,
I wont to the galley, kindled the fire, made
lohscousc end p?a soup, and when all was
ready returned to the cabin to loo': after
Tom. He was just opening his eyes.

"Have you had a good sleep?" I asked,
"Very; and yon?"
"Oli, pretty well. I must have had three

or four hours, and if I had not Iwcn so
hungry I should liavo goneou awhile long-
er."

"Three or four hours! Why, bless yon,
Mr. Eric, yon bare slept more like thirty
bonrsl"

"Nonsense, Bolsover! I know iwtler."
"Well, then, the sun is going wron?. It

was a good deal past noon when I turned
In, and" glancing at the sun "it cannot
be much past eleven now. Yes, Mr. Eric,
you have slept something like thirty hours,
ond mi about twenty-fou- r and a good
thing, too. We wanted it. When it fell
enftn I knew as the ship coull tike c.tro of
herself, so I jnst lashed tho wheel amid-
ships, lul 1 myself down on the cabin floor
just as 1 was, nnd let yon go on with your
Bleep. And now let ns have some grub,
for I tim most terrible slinrp-sc- t. nnd that
lob iconse smells as sweet as a posy. We
irriy take our ease a lilt now, Mr. Erie.
This Is a calm nswill last, this is."

"How long will It Inst, do you think."
"Tho Lord only knows! May bo a fort-

night, may be three weeks. I liavo henr.l
of calms In these liitltu Irs we must bo
somewhere about the doldrums I've hoard
of 'cm lasting Fix and seven weeks."

"A pleasant proi p-- c' ! Why, we shall be
nearly frizzled! I would rather have s
storm or two."

"That's a sentiment as Ishonldsnyamen
to, if we had a rather more powerful crew,
Mr. Eric; but with a ship's company ot
two, officers and passengers Included, I
wonhl not nrnr fur n "'1 Minrtyh T might
whistle for nwln 1. With onr small spread
of canvas a light breez.) would not do ns
mncli good, and It would not be safe to
spread more, oven If we could. But I'm
I'j no hnrry, Mr. Erie I'm in, no hurry.
We've plenty of grub and water aboard.
and I'm quite content to abide In these
latitudes awhile longer; for It Is hereabouts

or. If not hereabouts, a bit further south
!tat I expect to light on the 'Santa An-

na.'" ;" .

"You old Idiot!" 1 was going to sir; but
nit wanting to hurt the foolish fellow's
feelings or fall out with him, I merely
asked why on earth he expected to find the
treasure-shi- p in that particular spot,, es-

pecially naws did not know within a thous-
and miles where we were.
' "We are In the doldrums," hs answered,

tfasmtllyt "there can hi no doubt abont
that: and 1 have always said as If the
Banta Anna' was not east away end, I

don't think the was east away I nave at
ware ail I as she was somewhere In tb
doldrums: ami 1 am sure l am right,"

This was eoMlBstve,and 1 oonldoetysay
that I hoped we should eight the 'Write
Anne" seen, and nan eer Measure anearu.

"Oh, wt shall And the tressnr., sen
eneaeel We-- would b. the ns al sigh.
lag aer U we -a-ntr- --

.
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A diamond two and quarter inches
loa? u recently found la South
Africa. All tbe crowned heads of
Europe are bidding against each other
for thia wonderful jewel, but it will
doubtless be carried off by some Amer-

ican hotel clerk.

It is a curious fact that, familiar as

the ireneral publlo is with the news-

paper, the idea still prevails that the
newspaper business is a kind of home
missionary enterprise, whose object is

the intellectual and moral advance-
ment of the people.

Mail, carriers in Washington make
their rounds on bicycles, and the plan
is said to be successful. Washington,
with its hard, smooth pavements of

asphalt, is the wheelman's paradise,
and there, if anywhere, the scheme of

mounting curriers on a wheel is feas-

ible. But it would hardly answer in

other cities.

It is a rather curious fact while the
survivors of the war of 1813 consist of
413 soldiers to 8,610 soldiors' widows,
the survivors of the war of Mexico
show up 17,158 soldiors to 6.7G1 sol-

diers' widows. In the former case
the widows outnumber the men more
than twenty to one, in the latter the
men outnumber the widows three to
one.

It long ago became apparent that so
long as the Indians were to be treated
as wards they should be massed at a
few places, where they could be easily
and economically guarded. As it is
now they are scattered over
thousands of miles of country,
and it is practically impossible for an
army the size of that at present main-

tained In America to keep an efficient
watch upon them.

Desertions from the army are de-

creasing slowly, but as the benefits of

the new law becume more evident, the
evil of running away from Uncle Sam's
care will diminish. About nine men
in every hundred deserted last year,
which was a much larger proportion
than dodged when the civil war made
doing one's duty most dangerous.
There is no glory in doing men'al
work In garrisons, and this demoralizes
the mon who do not see the true nobil-
ity of the slightest true service.

FitOF. Siialkr has small faith in the
permanence of the rock gases which
have become so valuable commercially
in western Pennsylvania and the
neighboring states. At tho existing
rate of demand for these light and
heat giving gases, he says, it is doubt-

ful if in fifty years from the present
time they will have any place in our
economies, and in the regions of most
extended consumptions. It seems
quite certain that the exhaustion of
the store will be accomplished in much
less time.

lx nothing is our journalism more
American than in the opportunity it
gives to the people for expressing
their grievances or for discussing
matters that alfect tho well-bein- g of
the community. While the press
avoids taking sides in anything that
hints of private quarrels' the humblest
citizen, if ho have just cause of offense
jagulnst a public or private corpor-
ation, however large and influential,
Is sure of having a hearing if he ap-

peals to tho press. And in many
cases tho abuse is remedied simply
from the fact that it is in tho power of
tho individual to appeal to tbe press.

A ciiiTicis.M on currant life wa?made
tho other day by a New Yorker, whose
ideas are always worth hearing, that
tho public as a rule is prone to be in-

terested in things afar. Wo ignore'
the extremes of misery and poverty as
they exist in our own cities, and are
eagor to listen to delectable tales of
the cannibals of the South Sea Islands.
We are not especially anxious to know
the true inwardness of life or condi-

tions in Alaska, but we pour out liba-

tions nnd sing paeans of joy if we may
become familiar with the Dark

It would seem, indeed, that
"every ship is a romantic object save
the one in which we sail."

Ix another year the proposod rail-

road from JatTa to Jerusalem will be
built and in operation, and then the
question whether Mohammedan) shall
continue to hold the Holy City, or
whether it shall pass under the sway
of Greeks, Latins or Protestants, will
acquire a new interest Tbe orthodox
Jews of Europe, who adhero to the
literal Interpretation of the Old Scrip-
tures, believe that Jerusalem 1) re-

served, not for Greek Christians, nor
Latin Christians, nor Protest mt Chris-
tians, but for them lelves and they
confidently await the time when the
Jews sh .ll return from nil the ends of
tbe earth to Palestine, and
the City of David, rebuilt ropupulated
and beautified, Bhall be "the joy of tbe
whole earth."

We are all struggling here for bare
existence, and the true stress of the
struggle Is not so much against the
powers of nature rs against one anoth-
er. It is competition that outs our
throats, fills our prisons and asylums,
augments our poor rate. It is the vain
and restless human heart, the insati-
able and feverish human bruin that
force us to these lifetimes of empty

, toll.. Empty beoause, when all It
done, we have as bast but saved our

' selves from being trampled on by
trampling en others. The reasoo we

, Make freed discoveries, and achieve
all oer triumphs of clvilisatloa, Is est
for the) sake of posterity -l-ot at all)

; hut la order that we nay avoid being
vxiad autl starved by our (allow men.
Xf it wove l our newer to live
fiwrjr Md aeaet aid freedom without
i! n rniewstrStd work, fyi'.y

L '.. .',"'."'

"Poor wretcliesl Put them out. of their
misery! I would rather put them into a
bit more. Isn't it them as did all tbe mis-

chief? Bnt here goes! I'll chuck them
Into tho water nnd let the sharks catch 'em

if they con. They'll be well met"
And with thnt Tom wont to the taflrail,

and turned tho bucket upside-dow- where-npo- u

all the rnts, dead and alive nil save
one, a vet-era-

which contrived to cling tothe side-f- ell
pell-me- ll into the sea.

"Get out, you big devil!" said the boat
swain, seizing it by the tall.

But instead of getting out, the rnt twist-
ed round and fixed its long, sharp teeth
into its raptor's thumb. Turn dropped the
bucket like a hot rotate, ntr.l catching tho
creature by the neck, choked it off, and
sent it spinning.

"By , It hurts!" ho exclaimed, pop-

ping the wounded thumb into his mouth.
"You had better go and bathe It with hot

water," I said. "IUt-blte- s are nasty things
sometimes."

"I don't think It's worth while. I'll put
a bit of pitch on it. It's the best plaster I
know. I uever thought a rat could bite so
keen. That beggnr's teeth
were like pins and needles."

Tho incident made the boatswain more
Inveterate against the rats than ever. He
converted all the bnckols In tho ship into
traps, and by sunsH he had caught several
dozens. lie took care, however, before
throwing the m overboard, to see thnt they
were properly clowned, and even then be
handled the bucket in such a way as to
prevent any possibility of u second bite.

Bnt the rat), though tliey perished, had
their revenge. The next morning Bolso-
ver was very ill. The thumb was influmed
nnd exceedingly painful, and he hnd all
the appearance of sickening for yellow fev-

er. I was seriously alarmed, for, dospite
hiscriiz.1 about the "Sinta Anna," old
Tom was n thorough seaman and a very
good fellow. You cannot be thrown much
with a man (lit any rate. I cannot) without
getting lo like him uiilcsi he is absolute-
ly repnl-ilv- nnd I had got to like tho
boatswain. Il.'sides, what would become
of me if should be left alone on hoard a
big ship in utterly ignorant of
my wher 'almuts, only just nblu to steer,
and hardly know 1 ig one sail from another?

It it were possible to keep old Tom alive,
I meant to do it, altlion rh, judging by my
r; c;nt experience, the odds against his re-

covery were hundreds to one. On the oth-
er hand, the very fact that he hnd remained
so long invulnerable showed that he pos-

sessed great resisting power, nnd rendered
it probable tliat he would make a tou cher
fight tor his life than the others had done.

The first thing was to get my palicnt to
keep his led, which for a time he obstin-
ately refused to do. To confess that ho
was 111 would not only liavo touched his
pride nnd made his boastings look rather
ridiculous, but would have gone far to
falsify his predictions. Si he pretended
that ills Illness was a mora passing indis-
position "a bit of a headache" made
light of his swn'leti thumb, anil Insisted on
getting up and helping to prepare break-
fast. .... ".

But the slrongest will cannot long bear
up under severe local pain and tho

agonies of fever, nnd it wits not long
bcrore Bolsover confessed himself bcatou,
cud took to his bed. -

"I never thought I should bo 111,' he
murmured, "but It won't be much. I shall
lie well in a day or two, I know I shall.
Yon were right, Mr, Eric; I shouldn't have
meddled with them rats hang 'eml I
don't cam how soon we get out of this ship.
There's a curse on her; Unit's what it Is,
There's a curse on her." '

.
- :K v . .. '

Tom mnrt have been very bad to own
himself in the wrong. It was an evil sign,
nnd mode me almost despair ot bis recov-
ery. -

"I had lately read n second tlme.lnsoms
instnnces a third time, the medical books
In the captain's cabin, and the knowledge
thus acquired, an I my own observation,
had given me certain Meal as to treatment
of yellow fever, which I now proceeded to
put into practice. Medicine having pro-
duced no effect In previous esses, I deter
mined to try smoothing else. ' ,

Out of the moat characteristic symptoms
of the malady is Inteuss beat, the patient's
temperature being often as high as one
hundred nnd seven Degrees, ' I presumed,
though I did not know for certain, that
this was owing to an arrest of perspiration.
The main point, therefore, was to make
my patient sweat; eo 1 rolled him in a wet
sheet then pat a pile ot blankets on the
top ot him, and made blm drink about a
gallon of hot watet. t kept htm la the
peek for hours, and when Inn peeked him,
washed blm all ever with salt water. This
operation I repealed several times in n,

aad .always when the fever ot
worse and his skin heasne hot tad d"y, I
donotpreeniM toeay that I eared dUlae
vet, for the Illness ran Its bat, at
any fast, he rseovm t, aad' 1 t to fthat
toae off ether did. Ta Uf rv,

heweeer, tree swhi of r tr",Ultk of mfuxiiJt

nbalaster. Frankincense, That is what
thoy burned in tho censer in the ancient
templo. Frankincenso. That means
worship. Frankincense. That is to fill
all tho homes, and all the churches, and
all the capitals, and all tho nations, from
cellar of stalactited cave clear up to tho
silvery rafters of the starlit dome. Frank
incenso. That is what wo shake out from
hearts today, so that the nostrils of Christ
onco crimsoned with the hemorrhage of
tho cross, shall be flooded with the perf umo
of a world s udoration. Frankincense,
Frankincense in song, and sermon, and
offertory, and handshaking, and decora-
tion. Praise him, mountains and hills,
valleys and seas, and skies and earth and
hoaven cyclone with your trumpets,
northern lights with your flaming en
sign, morning with your castles of cloud
and evening with your billowing clouds of
Bunsct. Do you know how they used to
hold the censer in the olden times, and
what it was made of? Here is a metal pan
and the handle by which it was held. In
the inside of this metal pan were put living
cools, on the top of them a perforated cov-

er. In a square box the frankincense was
brought to the templo. This frankincense
was taken out and sprinkled over the living
coals, and then the perforated cover was
put on, and when thoy wore all ready for
worship, then tho cover was lifted and fro:
this censer and from all tho other censtrs
and tho perfumed smoko arose until it hung
amid all tho folds and dropped amid all the
altars, aud then rose in great columns of
prniso outside tho temple, rising clear up
toward tho tbrono of God, So wc have
two censers today, of Christmas frankin
censo, Horn is tho ono censer of earthly
frankincenso. Uu that wo put our thanks
for the memos of tho past year, tho mer-
cies of all our past lives, individual mer-
cies, family mercies, social mercies, nation
al mercies, and our hearts burning with
gratituto send aloft tho ineenso of praiso
toward tho throno of Christ Bring on
more incenso, and higher nnd higher let the
columns of praise ascend. Let them wreathe
all theso pillars and hover amid all theso
arches and then sonr to tho throno. But
hero is the other censer of houvenly thanks
giving ami worsnip. kot thorr bring all
their frankiusconco tho cherubim bring
theirs and tho soraphim theirs and tho one
hundred and forty and four thousand
theirs and all tho otornities theirs,
and lot thorn smoke with per-
fume on this heavenly censer until
tho cloud canopies tho throno of God.
Then I take these two censers the censer
of earthly frankincense and tho censer of
heavenly frankincenso and I swing them
boforo tho throno, ond then I clash them
together in ono great Hallelujah unto him
to whom tho w'.so men of tho East brought
the gold, and the myrrh and the frankin-
cense. Blessed be his glorious name
fordver!

On a Connecticut rnilroad is a news-
boy eighty-tw-o years old. lie was
formerly a school teacher.

The Sioux of South Dakota are dying
rapidly of consumption and other
throat and chest diseases.

A Georgia plantation has a pear tree
measuring ten feet in circumference
aud over three feet in diameter.

In the Gila Valley district of Arl-co-

Territory it is proposod to plant
6,000 acres to oranges this winter.

A large number of carriages In cities
aro now supplied with rubber tiros to
prevent violent jolting and deafening
elatter.

Tho rhododendron plantation of Mr.
Foltansboo in the town ot Fiiswllllam,
N. H., Is one of the floral wonders of
New England.

Id the Freneh Jardln dot Plantes Is
a peoullnr South American lir.ard, re-

sembling a "flying toad," which coils
itself up like a hedgehog when dis-
turbed.

An Instance of Inst retribution Is
found In the caso of the man who In-

vented tho pusslo, lie
has bean sent to an Iniuno asylum In
St. Louis.

The struggle upon tho question of
opening tho osr window or not Is char-
acterised at the annual contest be-
tween the aoroplioblsns and the s.

Bntslna baths aro rscommendod by
a sufferer from rheumatism. After
evsrsl trials one should Inks the steam

as hot at he oan bear lieu the offlloted
part ot Iho body,

Col. Mnynndior of Ann Arundel
County, Maryland, was a large slave
owner, says llm liultimoro Herald, The
Colonel spent a goml deal of his time
away from home. One time on his

he took a drive over his property,
nnd on Ills return met a small colored
boy.'

r 'Whom do you belong to, boy?" the
Colonel asked.

Why, sail, I I 'longs to Col.

' Who's hi'P" Inquired the Colonol, to
see what Iho chnp would sny.

"H h liu'sn furmur. will."
: "What sort of a fiirinct ?"

; , "fro jrimtleniim farmer, sail."
"Gonllcnian farmer!" repealed the

Colonel, "What kind of a farmer's a
gentleman farmer?"

"W well, sail," spoka up Iho colored
' lioyi "li ho's n furmur tint don't raise

no 'banco, sah, a and has lo buy hi;
Co'll. Rilll."

The Colonel enjovod the joko, it if
unlit, mid afterward told It upon him-
self with Hindi amusement.

The Dog Was Astonished.

A A singular eleelrlc-wir- o accident wns
seen the ithur day in Boston. Tim
attention of passers-b- y was ntlraclcd
by I lie nnrkingot a roil Irish setter to

(. an English sparrow, which was perched
upon an electric-ligh- t wire high above
the Tx'nst's head. The nnlnml had evi-

dently burn amusing himself in tho
' fruitless sport of chasing the. In id, and
; wlieu it had taken refuge on high had
:. endenrorc t to got some consolation
' out of yelping lustily. The day wns

windy and tho wire swayed to and fro,
the sparrow apparently enjoying lis
swing until In a fatal moment' tho tali
of the bird eamu In contact with nnotli-o- r

wire near by. Then, In tho twink-
ling of an eye. the unlucky sparrow
Mm tumbling down stouo doail at the
feet of 'he noisy dug, who was so ss--.

loolslisd at this smlilon turn of sffnirs
that lie didn't offer to pick tho crea-
ture up, but simply sloped barking

.ami Hood aiaring at his prey In astou

. piled for Lire.

At t birthday celebration at Wast
Chester, Pa., all tho passu brought tbt
heel a troHatof pitcher, (the r

vi a!tyM of these artlalat,

You know thnt Kings and Queens
have many rights and perogatives.
Well, one of these perogatives of En-
glish rulers in olden timos related to
royal fish. Koyal fish are sturgeon nud
whalo, which arc considered tlio finest
of deop-su- a lish. For this reason, "on
account of their superior excellence"
whenever ono of thoso fish was thrown
ashore or caught near tho coast of
England it became tho propertv of tho
King. This soonis very unjust' to thoso
who might secure the whale or stur-
geon, for they wore compelled to give
it up without receiving any pity. How-
ever the King had some ground for
claiming these royal lish as his proper-
ty, bocause it was lie who guarded and
protected tho seas from pirates and
robbers, and in those days there wore
very many of them.

Ihe most peculiar feature of tho
custom of royal lish was this that
while the whole of the sturgeon

to the King, only half of a
whale did. For it was a prerogative,
as it is called, of the Queen that the
tail of every whale caught in the way
I have told you wns her property, while
the head was only the King's. The
reason for this division, as given by tho
old records, was to furnish the Queen's
wardrobe with whalebone; and this
reason Is more amusing thnn tho cus-
tom Is peculiar, for the whalobnno lies
entiroly In the head of tho whalo. But
there are many more as strnnge and
amusing customs recorded lnEuglund't
early laws.

This right to royal fish wnsoonsldored
ot great importance, nnd wns carefully
guarded for many gonoratlous. It was
also a prerogative of tho Kings of
Denmark and the Dukos ot Normandy,
aud from ono of these It was probably
derived by the Princes of England. --
W. if. 8., in Harper'! Young I'eopU.

A Tuscarora (Nev.) newspaper pre
narea thii vniiiiiv mlnil fan tK ninli.M
ot a bow school principal bv the rk

that "the oOlulal't tenehiog
tight It about two hundred ana

twsuty-B- rt pounds avoirdupois, whloh
aider oortalB tomlltlons night ha mad
ioapprotisutaataa."


